the full truth of Scripture in some of its doctri
that we must not minimize the evil of this false
teaching by opening our fellowship to any and
Christians who err in the faith.

Deffner s quote provides a nice transition -
point of this essay. Not only is it harmful to the un
municant to permit him to receive the sacrament, it
for the church. The dddwernéndgy and Practice of the
Lord s Suppeut out by the LCMS, states that:

Since fellowship at the Lord s Table is also confess
a common faith, it would not be truthful for those w
affirm the Real Presence and those who deny it to j
one another. Their common Communion would indi-
cate to the non-Christian community that the last w
and testament of Christ could be interpreted in con!
dictory ways. Indeed, the non-Christian might right
ask whether it was Jesus word which determined th
church s position and practice or simply a human cc
sensus.

What kind of witness is it, if we take any of Christ ¢
say that it must be in line with what is politically c
sharing fellowship in the Lord s Supper with others
confession, we show that the difference in confessii

something that is important at all. If there is some-
don t agree upon, it makes it seem as if that disagr
not matter at all. This is why we do not share comn

same altar with those that profess a different confe
our own. Dr. Barry, former president of the LCMS,
this topic:

While the Lord s Supper is always a personal 1
ter, it is never a private matter. That is an im
tant truth that is often overlooked. Those who
commune at the same altar are thereby declari
publicly that they are united in the doctrine of
Apostles (Acts: 2:42). Therefore, fellowship il
Supper is church fellowship. This is what is

taught by Holy Scripture in 1 Cor. 10 and 11.

These reasons are the basis for why our Sy
closed communion. It is not a practice of malice or
but a practice of love, for our fellow Christians, ant
tantly for our Lord Jesus Christ and His Word. It is
stration of our conviction and belief in our church s
of faith, shown in both our doctrine and our practice
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WHAT IS HOLY COMMUNION?

Any discussion of closed communion must |
explanation of what the Sacrament of the Altar is.
swer, we turn to Luther s Small Catechism where he
What is the Sacrament of tliHeisAtteer 2rue body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and
tuted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and
The institution of the Lord s Supper by Jesus is rec
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke as well as St. |
letter to the Corinthians. Here | quote Matthew 26:2

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, an
after blessing it broke it and gave it to the dis
ples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. A
he took a cup, and when he had given thanks F
gave it to them, saying, Drink of it all of you,
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poul
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. | tell
I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine u
that day when | drink it new with you in my Fa-
ther s kingdom. (ESV)

In our eating and drinking of the Sacrament of the ¢
ceive the true body and blood of Jesus. In this bod
is the forgiveness of sins and salvation that Christ
through His death on the cross. This is certainly n«
ter of simple bread and wine.

WHO CAN RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT?

The next question is who can partake in tt
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ? This is not a
tion. St. Paul, as early as 55 AD addressed this sa
in his first letter to the Corinthians. He writes:

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cu
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of pro
faning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a persol
examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and
drink of the du@ranyone who eats and drinks

without discerning the body eats and drinks judgme
on himself. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29, ESV)

Here Paul says that whoever eats unworthily, shall
the body and blood of the Lord. This, then, is no s

How do we know if we are worthy? Paul wr
are to examine ourselves. This examination is dol
the damage of eating and drinking judgment onto th

In the immediate context of this passage, the main
amination is to discern the body. This means that
ual confesses that the True Body and Blood of our |
Jesus Christ, are present in, with, and under the br
wine.

This is not the only step of examination. L
teachings that come before this section of Scripture
there are other dimensions of examination that go a
discerning the body. Lutheran pastor Gregory J. |
describes what he calls the three main dimensions
examination based on 1 Corinthians:

First, the communicant must examine himself |
asking whether he believes that Christ s physi
body and blood are present together with the
bread and wine which he will eat and drinké&.
Second, self-examination should discover faitt
and desire for the benefits of the Lord s Supp
which are given according to the Lord s own
promise&.A third fruit of self-examination may
gleaned from Paul s emphasis in 1 Corinthians
10-11 on the unity of the body of Christ as the
members of his body commune together, partal
ing of one loaf (1 Cor 10:17).

In other words, to worthily partake in the eating an
the Lord s Supper we must 1) confess that the true
blood of Christ are present in the bread and the wir
nize the benefits, and our need for them, that Chris
His true body and blood, and 3) be in confessional
others partaking of the same true body and blood o

WHY CLOSE(D) COMMUNION?

Because of the danger to both the worthy a
communicant, the sacrament is withheld from those
ent confession of faith than ours. This is not done
tentment or resentment towards members of other d
tions. Nor is it a declaration that those who hold a
fession then ours are not Christians. Instead, it is
done out of love for God s Word and for His people.
pastor Donald Deffner Wrhie €limse Communion?:

It is not sholiwgto allow a person to do

something harmful, even though he may think |
is for his own good. It also means if they are
members of a Christian body which departs fro



